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Pakistan Alliance for Girls Education (PAGE) is an
umbrella organization working towards building an
enabling environment for gender equity in education,
employment, rights, and leadership.

PAGE acts as a platform for stakeholders, donors,
policymakers and practitioners to come together and
address the gender gap in education in Pakistan and
devise solutions to overcome the broader socio-
economic challenges faced by the girls.

Launched in 2013, on the sideline of World Innovation
Summit for Education Doha, PAGE is dedicated to
empowering every Pakistani girl to dream big and
aspire for a secure future. It aims to create a society
where girls are free to have access to quality education
and play a leading role in social transformation. By
forging dynamic partnerships with institutions and
community-based organizations, PAGE strives to
facilitate girls overcome extreme poverty and cultural
barriers so that they could have sustained access to
learning opportunities. PAGE works in collaboration
with communities, governments, and partner
organizations at different levels to explore all
dimensions for the provision of education to deprived

Status of Girls Education in Pakistan

The gender gaps in Pakistan are prominent in the
education sector where according to Pakistan Social
and Living Standards Measurement 2019-20 only 50%
of females have ever attended school in comparison to
70% males. Pakistan was described as "among the

girls. Deriving strength from worldwide reach &
experience, extensive education portfolio in the form of
STAR Schools network, Aim High National Girls
Mentoring, and Counseling Initiative, and substantial
partnerships both national and international, PAGE is
striving to develop modern learning resources and
equip girls with knowledge and life-learning skills.
PAGE also imparts training to teachers and school
managers with the sole aim of providing quality
education besides ensuring the capacity building of
girls in health, nutrition, and emergencies. PAGE also
advocates at the local, national and international levels
for resource mobilization and policy shifts aimed at
ensuring and improving access to education for girls,
especially hailing from the marginalized strata.

Having prominent educationists, businessmen,
philanthropists, and international affairs experts as its
Board Members, PAGE follows a rights-based
approach for girls education and communities
advocacy. Its prime objective is to facilitate quality girls'
education so that they could overcome traditional
barriers. PAGE ensures that its entire activities and
programs are ingenious, resourceful, evidence-based,
achievable, and quantifiable.

world's worst performing countries in education", at
the 2015 Oslo Summit on Education and Development.
Across Pakistan, generation after generation of
children, especially girls, are locked out of education-
and into poverty. Thirty-two percent of primary school
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age girls are out of school in Pakistan, compared to
21% of boys. By grade six, 59% of girls are out of
school, versus 49 percent of boys. Only 13% of girls
are still in school by ninth grade. Both boys and girls
are missing out on education in unacceptable numbers,
but girls are worst affected.

Considering the high proportion of Out of Schoool Girls
in Pakistan, it is imperative to consider Pakistan's
socio-economic and cultural system that evidently has
a significant impact on these statistics. Aside from the
barriers to education within the school system, out of
school girls also face barriers in their homes and in the
community. These include poverty, gender

Priorities set-out by the Government of Pakistan for the
achievement of SDG-4:

1. By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete
free, equitable and quality primary and
secondary education leading to relevant and
effective learning outcomes

2. By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in
education and ensure equal access to all levels
of education and vocational training for the
vulnerable, including persons with disabilities,
indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable
situations

Collaboration with Council of Islamic Ideology

Pakistan Alliance for Girls Education - PAGE recognizes
the important role Ulama play in changing the mindset
and perceptions of urban and rural communities in
Pakistan. They play a significant part in our daily lives
to provide guidance for both religious and worldly
affairs. PAGE & Council of Islamic Ideology — ClI has
created a long term collaboration to engage Ulama at
national level to help change the mindset and raise
awareness of importance of importance of girls
education in the light of Islam.
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discrimination, child marriages and harmful social
norms, and insecurity and dangers on the way to
school. Higher disparity in girl's literacy is reflective of
their socioeconomic background as only 20% of the
girls from poor households attend school as compared
to the 81% from the rich households.

The situation demands a special focus on girls'
education, particularly improving their access to quality
education facilities through creating an affable
conducive environment for girls that tackles the
social-religious and socio-economic barriers, typically
faced by the Pakistani girls.

3. By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial
proportion of adults, both men and women,
achieve literacy and numeracy

4.  Build and upgrade education facilities that are
child, disability and gender sensitive and provide
safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning
environments for all

5. By 2030, substantially increase the supply of
qualified teachers, including through international
cooperation for teacher training in developing
countries, especially least developed countries
and small island developing States

An Action Plan has been agreed to guide the
partnership which includes development of a network
of 'Ulama' from all areas of Pakistan to work together
and promote girls' education in their areas through
community, Mosque(s) and madrassah(s) platforms
and address challenges to devise solutions for the
issues towards girls' education in their respective
communities.
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Action Plan
Pakistan Alliance for Girls Education & Council of Islamic Ideology of Pakistan

PRIORITY AREAS ACTION PLAN

Consultative Workshop(s) with o Identification of Ulamas in remote areas

Ulama o Consultative Meetings & round table discussions

e Provide training to the Ulamas through designed advocacy

workshops

Ulama’ Ambassadors of Girls e Launch of Campaign at Ulama’s Ambassador of Girls Education

Education

Commission on Girls Education e Develop a commission of Ulamas who support Girls Education
in Pakistan

e |mplementation strategies to develop the commission with
consultation of Ulamas

Pilot Program o Identification of priority areas with lowest female literacy rate
e Education program for Girls in Madrassahs through mobilization
of Ulamas under the name of Ul-/=72; (&

Training workshops ¢ Increase technical capacity in programme delivery with the help
of local Ulamas.
e Training workshops for Ulamas
e Awareness raising campaigns

Community Advocacy through e Awareness raising messages post Friday Sermon

Ulama o Short video message from Key Ulama
(Solutions and messages shall than be channeled into effective
and credible mechanisms for amplification to policymaking
forums within Islamic & Quran perspective)

Joint Press Conference e With key Ulamas of Islamabad

Joint Research e Policy gap analysis

o Joint research of PAGE, Cll and various research think tanks on
topics of Girls Education and Islam
How the patriarchal societies, cultural barriers, social norms,
religious misinterpretations and underdevelopment infrastructure
lead to physical and security constraints all affect education
opportunities for girls and boys?

e Analysis towards limited education access

Partnerships o Development of international advocacy capacity and
emphasizing the positive role of Islam and girls’ education
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This initiative is part of advocacy campaign - Girls as Leaders of Tomorrow - lead by Pakistan Alliance
for Girls Education to develop a National Action Plan for Girls’ Education which will improve the status
of girls and women education in Pakistan. The National Action Plan will facilitate the Government of
Pakistan, donor communities and stakeholders to address gender disparity in education in Pakistan
through data portal, targeted programing and informed budgeting accelerating measurable impact.

Systematic Targeted
SRR 9 Programing

Ullemas as Ambassadors \ / Quick Ipformed
of Girls Education — National v Budgeting
Action Plan
/

Eigr Gitr_ls
ucation ~
Accelerate Impact @ glartlz Eg;t:alt(i):n

Bringing Stakeholders Rural Strengthening for
together Girls Education

The initiative has been planned after careful consideration, keeping in view the cultural, and systematic
challenges.

The holistic approach offers engagement of all stakeholders and prioritises safeguarding, mental well-

being, nutrition, hygiene, quality, access to opportunities and EdTech to ensure that every girl can
achieve her dreams.
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PAGE is a registered entity in the United Kingdom
administered and overseen by the Charities Commission
of England and Wales (1185727). PAGE is incorporated in
llinois as NFP (7248-85-1) and is exempted through its
fiscal agent WCMP from federal income tax under the
section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue
Code (80-0253036). PAGE is registered in Pakistan as a
charitable trust under The Trust Act. 1882 (1349).

www.page.org.pk | www.cii.gov.pk
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